16                       SHORT STORIES
on which this termagant uttered a few words to
him for the first time, feel that he was floating on
a sea of joy ? Who knows ?
Rangappa answered Ratnamma's question,
"Then, why did you not give a reply earlier?"
" You came to the house in the morning and
have thought of seeing me and speaking to me
only now. Why could you not think of me earlier ?"
Rangappa was bowled over. He thought
that she was a simple girl and he was the here
and he could blame her for not being as forward
as he. But it looked as if he was not forward
enough. This is the way of the world. As the
poet has said: " You think it a ruby and grasp it,
but find it is live coal." Well, he had been
beaten. But he felt strange pleasure in being
vanquished. If you have a pretty wife, and she,
while still young, acts the loving one and blames
you for not being sufficiently attentive, you will
experience the joy that Rangappa had that
moment. That joy brightened that festival for him
more than all the lights of the carnival without.
Now, you young people who are hearing this
story will no doubt believe what I say. I am
therefore very careful not to say anything that is
not true and correct. I have therefore to verify
details and so asked Ratnamma one day, telling